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Read Write Inc. Glossary

‘Special Friends’

Special friends are a combination of two or three letters representing one sound. For
example, ck, ay, igh, oa.

Fred Talk

Fred the Frog helps children read and spell. He can say the sounds in words, but he can’t
say the whole word, so children have to help him.

To help children read, Fred (the teacher) says the sounds and then children say the word.

For example, Fred says c-a-t, children say cat, Fred says |-igh-t, children say light.

‘Fred in your head’

Once children can sound out a word, we teach them to say the sounds silently in their
heads.

We show them how to do this by:

1. whispering the sounds and then saying the whole word;
2. mouthing the sounds silently and then saying the whole word;
3. saying the whole word straight away.

Red Words

Red Words are also known as common exception or tricky words. They occur in stories
regularly (said, what, where) but have unusual letter combinations (‘ai’ in the word ‘said’
makes the sound ‘e’).

Remind your child not to use Fred Talk to read Red Words but instead to ‘stop and think’.

Tell them the word if you need to.

‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word

Your child will be familiar with this term. Remind your child to read words using ‘Special
Friends, Fred Talk, read the word’

For example ‘ship’: spot the ‘sh’, then Fred Talk and blend to read the word e.g. sh, sh-i-p,
ship.
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