
‘Confident, Independent, Forward-thinking’



Welcome to the 
Kents Hill Park School 

GCSE Options Evening 2026



The key stage 4 curriculum that pupils start in Year 10 
gives them the opportunity to make choices about which 
courses they wish to take for the next two years.  

The choices are there for them to help meet their 
individual needs, their aspirations and to give them the 
opportunity to choose subjects that interest to them.

Kents Hill Park Options Process



The choices they make now will help lay the 
foundations for future opportunities within sixth form, 
college, further education, university, apprenticeships 
and the world of work.

Kents Hill Park Options Process







Core 
Subjects all pupils will study

Options 
Subjects pupils choose to study



The Core Curriculum
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s English Language and English Literature - 8 lessons a fortnight

Mathematics - 8 lessons a fortnight

Trilogy Science (2 GCSEs) - 8 lessons a fortnight

N
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n
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Su

b
je

ct
s Religious Education (taught during PHSRE time)

PHSRE - 2 lessons a fortnight

Physical Education - 4 lessons a fortnight



* all pupils must choose either History or Geography

Options subjects
Art & Design Music Technology

Business Studies Photography

Computer Science Physical Education

Design & Production Religious Studies

French Spanish

Geography*

History*
By invitation only:

Triple Science

Entry Pathway



The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is not a qualification. 
Pupils will not receive a certificate for completing it.

It was designed to help pupils keep their options open and for 
employers to identify pupils who have followed an academic 
curriculum.  

To be eligible for the EBacc pupils must achieve a level 9-4 in 
English Language and Literature, Maths, 2 Science GCSEs, a Modern 
Foreign Language and a Humanity - such as History or Geography.  



All GCSE courses are assessed from levels 1 – 9, with 9 being the highest.

In 2025 5.2% of all grades awarded were a grade 9.

Attaining a level 5 is judged as a STRONG pass in any GCSE subject

Attaining a level 4 is judged as a STANDARD pass in any GCSE subject 

If pupils are wanting to go on and do A-levels post-16, they will likely need 5’s.

How are GCSEs assessed?



The Level 2 courses on offer at 
Kents Hill Park School are 

Sports Studies and Creative 
Design & Production.

These don’t use the same 1-9 
system that the GCSE courses 
use, but they are equivalent.

How are other courses assessed?
GCSE Grades Other Grades

9
Level 2 Distinction* (D*)

8

7 Level 2 Distinction (D)

6
Level 2 Merit (M2)

5

4 Level 2 Pass (P2)

3 Level 1 Distinction (D1)

2 Level 1 Merit (M1)

1 Level 1 Pass (P1)



Other factors to consider
All pupils will study Sciences. 
• Most pupils will study GCSE Trilogy, this leads to 2 GCSES in a combined Science course. 
• Some pupils will be invited to choose to study Triple Science, this leads to 3 separate 

Science GCSEs; Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
Triple Science is demanding and is aimed at more able pupils who have a strong interest in Science.

All pupils must choose either GCSE History or GCSE Geography.  
Pupils can choose both History and Geography if appropriate.

It is not permitted to choose Art & Design and Photography as the courses have a lot of 
similar content,



Reserve Choice
Some subjects have limits on the number of pupils that can be accommodated 
due to resources and staffing.
This year:

• Business Studies is limited to 4 groups 
• Photography is limited to 1 group

If the number of pupils choosing a subject exceeds the available places a 
random draw will take place for each subject to allocate the available places.  
Pupils must therefore think very carefully about which subject they pick as a 
reserve as they may end up taking this course.



1. Enjoyment: Choose subjects you think you will enjoy. This means researching content closely 
and asking teachers and others who know you well for advice.

2. Aptitude: Choose subjects which you think you will be good at - you will be more likely to 
enjoy them as well. Think about why you might enjoy particular subjects and how committed 
you feel.

3. Prospects: Think seriously about future ambitions. If you already have a university course in 
mind, check entry requirements for specific courses at university and work back from there.

4. Balance: If you have no idea what you want to do in the future make sure that your options 
provide a broad and balanced programme.

5. Independence: Don’t choose on the basis of what friends are doing or on your favourite 
teachers. Make your own decisions.

Essential advice on choosing GCSEs



1. Your friends are picking those subjects: Don’t just pick the same subjects as your friends.  
You might not end up in the same lessons as them, and if you don’t like the subjects, you are 
stuck doing them for 2 years.

2. Your parents have told you to: Your parents aren’t the ones who have to sit the subject for 
the next 2 years.  We know you don’t want to let them down, but these are your choices.

3. You like those teachers: You might like the teacher you have now, but they may not teach 
your class.  They might have to teach another class, or they may even leave the school.

4. The subject is easy: You might have heard that certain subjects are “easy”.  If you enjoy a 
subject, you might find it easier than others, but this doesn’t mean it’s “easy” for everyone.

5. Panic: Don’t get to the day before the options are due and randomly pick without due 
thought.

How not to choose your options



Pathways



Purple Pathway (Full EBacc)
• You will need to choose either Geography or History. You will be able to choose a second 

Humanities subject if you wish to do so from the free choice option.  
• You will have been invited to study Triple Science
• You are expected to choose a modern foreign language
• You can choose 1 additional subject from the free choice list

Pupils study for 9 GCSES

Humanities 
Option (5)

Free Choice
Pupils choose 3 from the list below
Each option has a timetable allocation of 5 periods.

Geography 
History

Art
Business Studies
Computing Science
History
Spanish
Creative Design & Production
Music Technology

Geography
Photography
Physical Education (Nationals)
Religious Studies
Science (Triple) by invitation
French



Blue Pathway 
• You will need to choose either Geography or History. You will be able to choose a second 

Humanities subject if you wish to do so from the free choice option. 
• You will study trilogy science (double)
• You choose 3 additional subjects from the free choice list
• You are not prevented from the full Ebacc (one choice must be a modern foreign language)

Humanities 
Option (5)

Free Choice
Pupils choose 3 from the list below
Each option has a timetable allocation of 5 periods.

Geography 
History

Spanish 
French
Art
Business Studies
Computing Science
Creative Design & Production

History
Geography
Photography
Physical Education (Nationals)
Religious Studies
Music Technology

Pupils study for 9 GCSES



Orange Pathway (This pathway is only available to invited pupils)

• You must choose either Geography or History.  You will be able to choose a second 

Humanities subject if you wish to do so from the free choice option.  

• You will not study a modern foreign language

• You will study trilogy science (double)

• You will attend the Entry Pathway option (non-examination)

Pupils study for 8 GCSES

Humanities 
Option (5)

1 Choice (5)
Free Choice
Pupils choose 2 from the list below
Each option has a timetable allocation of 5 periods.

Geography 
History

Entry 
Pathway

Art
Business Studies
Computing Science
History
Creative Design & Production

Geography
Photography
Physical Education (Nationals)
Religious Studies
Music Technology



Guidance 
and 

Support



Key Stage 4 

Curriculum 

Booklet





Key Stage 4 

Activity 

Booklet



Pupil Activity 1 – Knowing yourself



Pupil Activity 2 – Making decisions



Pupil Activity 3 – Making decisions: case study



Pupil Activity 3 – Qualifications and Subjects on offer to you



Pupil Activity 4 – What questions do I have and how do I find out?



Pupil Activity 5 – Subjects and Abilities and your Future Plans



Pupil Activity 5 – Action



Former Pupils

Pavel
Started GCSEs in 2021

Now at University in Warwick

Melody
Started GCSEs in 2022

Now in her second year at 
Moulton College

Dewayne
Started GCSEs in 2023

Now at Oakgrove sixth form



Where can pupils go for help or advice?
Teachers – Form Tutor, Head of Year, Subject Leaders

PHSRE lessons

School report, target grades and parents evening

School Website: Secondary – Secondary Curriculum – Key Stage 4 Options

Options booklet and workbook

Personal research

Parents / Carers



December 2025

Year 9 end of Autumn Term reports and GCSE Target Grades sent out.

Individual subject areas will deliver GCSE-like taster lessons to pupils and 

explain subject content and examination style during usual lessons.

PHSRE will follow a scheme of work helping pupils in making options choices, 

identifying career pathways and making decisions.

Wednesday 7th January 2026

Year 9 Options workshop, pupils will receive their options booklets.

Year 9 Curriculum evening for parents and carers beginning 6pm.   During this 

evening there will be a presentation on how the option process works and the 

opportunity to speak to subject teachers about the courses on offer. 

Wednesday  14th January 2026 Parents and Carers consultation evening.  Held online using school cloud.

Tuesday 10th February 2026
Options Submission deadline.  All options forms should be completed by 

pupils and handed to Mr McGarvie.

Options timeline



Options forms



Feedback

Thank you for joining us this 
evening.

Teaching staff are available in the 
quad for you to speak to about 

individual subjects.

Please scan the QR code to leave us 
feedback on this event.



‘Confident, Independent, Forward-thinking’
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