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INTRODUCTION
The transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 is an important time in your education.
In Key Stage 3, you have followed a range of subjects which has been guided by the National
Curriculum. In Key Stage 4, you will be given more choice in the courses you study to meet your
individual needs, aspirations and interests. The Key Stage 4 curriculum lays the foundations for Post16 education, life-long learning, and the world of work.
At such an important stage in your education, you need to have every opportunity to discuss choices
and their implications for Years 10 and 11. Throughout the Spring Term, you will have the opportunity
to consult with your teachers, parents and complete research into differing career paths. A series of
assemblies outlining the choices available will be delivered. This will be followed up by your tutor in
PSHCE lessons. At any stage of the process, teachers are available for individual consultations. It is
extremely important that you are guided to select courses that suit your academic strengths thus
maximising your success. Therefore, we may find that some option selections need further discussion.
It is vital that we all work together to enable you to make the right choices for your Year 10/11 courses
of study.

KENTS HILL PARK SCHOOL KEYSTAGE 4 CURRICULUM INTENT
Kents Hill Park School seeks to provide a rich, knowledge-led curriculum at every stage and phase of
the pupils’ academic journey. Our curriculum supports all learners and has the highest expectations
of each and every pupil.
The curriculum supports our vision that pupils should know the best that has been thought and said.
Importance is placed on knowledge being delivered in a well-sequenced, cumulative and coherent
progression of learning. Our curriculum is mapped and structured, and we are clear with what we
expect pupils to know at each stage of their learning.
Our curriculum is more than simply regurgitating knowledge and learning by rote. It is about
connecting ideas, concepts, and knowledge to allow our pupils to develop their confidence,
independence, and forward-thinking characteristics. We endeavour to enable our pupils to be:
Confident:

in themselves, their abilities, their beliefs, and their place.

Independent:

in thought, action, identity, belief and learning.

Forward-thinking:

in outlook and attitude; always hopeful and ambitious of what they and
others can do.

The all-through nature of our school further supports this process and pupils will learn and develop
knowledge and skills as soon as they join us.
Literacy plays a key role in our curriculum and increasing and developing the use and acquisition of a
wider and deeper vocabulary.
To complement the school curriculum, we offer a range of enrichment and extra-curricular
opportunities which aim to broaden pupils’ learning experiences beyond the classroom and confines
of the taught curriculum.
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WHAT IS DISTINCTIVE ABOUT OUR CURRICULUM?








Powerful, knowledge-rich subjects
We publish the knowledge that pupils need to master in each subject every term. This helps
pupils and parents when they need to revise. Our Learning for Excellence books, which
contain all of this knowledge, are hence hugely powerful.
Additional time for pupils who need support with numeracy & literacy
We are unashamedly academic, and as a result we want pupils to know a lot. We know that
by knowing a lot in a variety of different subjects, our pupils can apply this knowledge to
genuine creativity and critical thinking skills.
We have an extended day to include preparation, support and to stretch pupils with
homework and extra-curricular learning.

THE KEYSTAGE 4 CORE CURRICULUM
All pupils will follow examination courses in English Language, English Literature, Mathematics and
Science.
In addition to this, you will follow non-examination courses in PSHCE, Religious Education and
Physical Education.

OPTION SUBJECTS
All pupils are required to choose either GCSE History or GCSE Geography.
An additional 3 choices can be made from the subject below:










GCSE Art and Design
GCSE Computer Science
GCSE Design & Technology – 3D Design
GCSE Geography
GCSE History
GCSE Spanish
GCSE Music
GCSE Physical Education
GCSE Religious Studies

In addition to the above choices some pupils will be invited to choose
 Triple science
 ASDAN Award of personal effectiveness
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THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE (Ebacc)
The English Baccalaureate is a particular set of qualifications at GCSE level. It is intended to provide
pupils with a mark of having achieved a good pass in a specific set of subjects. These subjects are
English Language, Maths, two Sciences, a Modern Foreign Language and either Geography or
History.
There is currently no certificate that pupils will receive to show that they have achieved the
English Baccalaureate. There is an expectation that in the future some higher education
establishments (for example the Russell Group universities) might look to include it as part of their
entry requirements as pupils reach that age.
In addition employers might start asking whether it has been achieved on application forms, and
there is a national trend in education currently towards a more academic pathway for most pupils.
The option process at Kents Hill Park School provides pathways for the vast majority of pupils to
follow the required subjects for the EBacc.
POINTS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING YOUR OPTIONS










To gain the “EBacc” you will need to achieve 9-5 passes in English, Maths, 2 Sciences, History
or Geography and a language.
If you wish to take Triple Science, this uses up one of your options and leads to separate
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs. It is aimed at more able pupils. If appropriate you
will be invited to choose triple science by the subject leader for science Mrs Sewell.
Consider a broad range of subjects. It is advisable to achieve a balance between arts,
science, humanities, practical, aesthetic, and physical subjects.
You are unable to take both GCSE Art and GCSE 3D Design.
You are not just choosing subjects for the next two years. Options need to be kept open for
choices at 16+ and 18+. If you are looking ahead to higher education, it would be sensible to
think about possible ‘A’ level subjects. Some subjects can more readily be taken up fresh at
‘A’ level whilst others are better taken at GCSE first.
If you have a career in mind you should undertake research to ensure that you choose the
correct subjects, your tutors will help you to do this.
You should be realistic about matching your combination of subjects and your ability,
interests, and aptitude.
Your parents/carers and teachers are here to help, but ultimately you need to be making
your own informed choices. It is essential that you make these choices based upon good
information. Ill-informed choices are often regretted and forced choices are often resented.

In making your choices, it is worth asking yourself the following questions:








Do you enjoy the subject?
Are you sufficiently interested to spend time both in and out of school studying it
Are you reasonably good at the subject?
Will it be a useful supplement to those subjects which you have decided to take?
Have you listened to the advice given to you by your teachers and parents/carers?
Are you selecting (or avoiding) an option for a subject based upon the personality of a
particular teacher or a friend who is doing it? Chances are you will not be with the teacher
OR friend in your Year 10 class.
If you excluded this subject are you limiting the range of occupations which will be open to
you in the future?
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CAREERS
A young person’s career is their pathway through learning and work. Kents Hill Park School is
committed to providing a planned programme of careers education for all pupils including impartial
information, advice and guidance. All pupils will take part in a planned programme of activities
during KS4 to help them make choices that are right for them, and to help them to manage their
careers throughout their lives. Careers guidance refers to a coherent programme of activities that
inform, inspire, and motivate young people, preparing them for work and helping them to
understand where different education and training choices could take them in the future.
OUR CAREERS POGRAMME WILL:

Provide explicit links to the curriculum via careers learning within subject areas.

Provide impartial and up to date information through close working with careers
professionals, employers, and Further Education and Higher Education institutions.

Raise aspirations and promote equality.

Challenge stereotyping, and deal with prejudice and discrimination, by celebrating diversity
and using skills of assertiveness and negotiation to encourage pupils to widen their careers
ideas.

Reflect the changing nature of today’s and tomorrow’s world of work.
CURRICULUM PATHWAYS
We will recommend one of 3 pathways for you to follow. Each pathway will offer a broad and
balanced curriculum for you to follow.
Purple Pathway

Humaniti
es Option
(5)

Language
(5)

 You will need to choose either Geography or History. You will be able to choose a second
Humanities subject if you wish to do so from the free choice option.
 You will study Spanish
 You choose 2 additional subjects from the free choice list

Geography
History

Spanish

Free Choice
Pupils choose 2 from the list below
Each option has a timetable allocation of 5 periods.
Art
Music
Computing Science
Religious Studies
Physical Education

Science (Triple)
Technology (3D Design)
Geography
History

Example Pathways
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in Science
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, Spanish, History, Science (Triple), Art
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in languages and humanities.
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, Spanish, Geography, History, PE.
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in the arts.
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, History, Spanish, Music, Art.
A pupil who shows an aptitude and ability in STEM subjects
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, History, Spanish, Computer Science, 3D
design.
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Blue Pathway

Humanitie
s Option
(5)

 You will need to choose either Geography or History. You will be able to choose a second
Humanities subject if you wish to do so from the free choice option.
 You can still choose Spanish as an option
 You choose 3 additional subjects from the free choice list

Geography
History

Free Choice
Pupils choose 3 from the list below
Each option has a timetable allocation of 5 periods.
Art
Music
Computing Science
Religious Studies
Physical Education

Geography
History
Spanish
Science (Triple)
Technology (3D Design)

Example Pathways
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in practical and aesthetic subjects.
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, Geography, Art, Computer Science, Pe.
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in humanities subjects.
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, History, Religious Studies, Spanish, Music.
Orange Pathway (This pathway is only available to invited pupils)





You will not study Spanish as you have not studied it in Key Stage 3
It is recommended that you study trilogy science (double)
You will study the ASDAN qualification
You must choose either Geography or History. You will be able to choose a second
Humanities subject if you wish to do so from the free choice option.

ASDAN

Humanities
You must choose either
Geography or History

Free Choice
Pupils choose 2 from the list below
Art
Technology (3D
Music
Design)
Computing Science
Geography
Religious Studies
History
Physical Education

Example Pathways
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in practical and aesthetic subjects.
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, ASDAN, History, 3D Design, Pe.
A pupil who shows aptitude and ability in humanities subjects.
English Lang, English Lit, Mathematics, Science Trilogy, ASDAN, Geography, History, Music.
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Subjects Offered in Key Stage 4 at Kent Hill Park School
PAGE Subject Area

Exam Board

8

3D Design

Eduqas

10

ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness

Asdan

11

Art, craft & design

Eduqas

13

Computing

Pearson

15

English Lang

Eduqas

15

English Lit

Eduqas

18

Geography

AQA

20

History

AQA

22

Maths

AQA

24

Music

Pearson

26

PE

AQA

28

Religious Studies

OCR

30

Science Trilogy

AQA

32

Science Triple

AQA

34

Spanish

AQA

OPTIONS PROCESS
SIMS Pupil and SIMS Options Processes.
To allow pupils to make their options choices we are using a process that will enable pupils
to make their guided choices using an online facility. This facility links through to our school
SIMS computer system.
In order for this to be completed, pupils will first need to register with SIMS Pupil.
Invitations and guidance on how to do this will be sent to pupils school email addresses in
the near future.
Once pupils have made their choices using Options online their choices will be reviewed.
Where appropriate there will be individual discussions with pupils and parents to discuss
their choices.
Whilst we endeavour to provide pupils with their chosen options subjects, due to timetable
and staffing constraints this may not always be possible. We ask pupils to indicate a reserve
choice on their options.
We aim to confirm pupil option choices by Easter 2021
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Course

3D Design

Exam Board

EDUQAS

Curriculum Overview
3D Design is a practical creative subject which explores designing in three dimensions. Pupils will design
forms which aim to serve a practical purpose/solve a specific problem. In undertaking this course pupils
will learn about designers, architects and design movements that inspire design as well as explore a
range of design briefs that require a creative solution. Pupils will learn to develop their ideas through
documenting their personal experimentation, working towards final outcomes that they critically
evaluate.
Who is should consider this subject
Pupils wishing to develop into confident risk takers comfortable with exploring design opportunities with
creative flair should consider this GCSE. Three Dimensional Design will develop vital skills such as critical
understanding, research and presentation skills. These are transferable skills that are in high demand in a
wide range of careers.
Component 1: Portfolio
Set in the January of Year Ten, this project will be set
by the school and will be an opportunity to explore a
range of techniques. Pupils will be required to
document the journey of their project from starting
point to final outcome so that the portfolio can be
assessed in its entirety. Pupils will be required to
work on this in and outside of school ensuring their
portfolio is up to date and demonstrated that all
assessment objectives have been met.

Component 2: Assignment- project 2
Set in the January of Year Eleven, this will be
your final project and will consist of ten weeks
work. Pupils will need to design a solution to
one of the problems/starting points provided.
The requirements are identical to component
one in regard to assessment objectives. The
project will end with a two day in school
assessment within which time pupils to create
their final outcomes realising the design ideas
they have created.

Equipment needed
All equipment required will be provided by school. Each pupil will need to ensure they have their personal
equipment in school every day in order to access lessons. On top of regular school equipment, pupils will
work with specialist tools and machinery in the DT workshop.
Pupils will be required to work on their projects outside of school this will require good organisational
skills.
Enrichment opportunities
School trip to the design museum in London.
Visits from professionals currently working in industry.
Design competitions.
How can parents/carers help their children
Pupils would benefit from visiting museums and exhibitions relating to design. The course aims for each
individual pupil to follow their own personal line of enquiry; this means that pupils will each have their
own focus and area of interest. Parents/carers can help facilitate this exploration by supporting pupils
with photoshoots in locations that complement their area of interest. Any visits to
museums/exhibitions/galleries would also supplement pupil research.
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Useful resources and course links
The Art of Architecture documentaries. Sky Arts (Currently free to access for everyone)
Behance https://www.behance.net/
Pitch-Design-Union http://pitchdesignunion.com/
Dezeen https://www.dezeen.com/
Future pathways
Education
Post 16 creative subjects- Art &
Design, Design Technology,
Photography, Graphics
Communication

Careers
Designing
Marketing
Advertising
Transferable skills such as problem solving, communication skills and
research/presentation skills are in high demand across a wide range
of careers.

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10
Spring Year 10
Summer Year 10
Autumn Year 11

Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Mini projects exploring properties of materials- wood, metal and plastics,
ceramics. An opportunity to learn about recording ideas and generating
prototypes. A focus on the design process to ensure designs are
Component 1- portfolio. Choose a starting point from a list provided
Explore and document deigns and prototypes to complete portfolio 1.
Create final outcome for portfolio 1. In many cases this will be scale
models/prototypes of designs (in the case of large scale designarchitecture).
Choose from selection of Final Assessment Project titles, begin final
project. 10 hours taught in school. Work on project outside of school/in
own time.
Final outcome creation- 10 hours over 2 days in school in DT Room under
exam conditions.

Who to contact for further information
Mrs Morley-Smith
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Course

ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness

Exam Board

ASDAN

Curriculum Overview
The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) is a nationally recognised qualification. The qualification offers
imaginative ways of accrediting young people’s activities and introduces them to new challenges. Pupils will
develop and be assessed on six key skills, while carrying out the challenges:
• Working with others
• Improving their own learning and performance
• Problem solving

• Research
• Discussion
• Oral presentation

The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness course aim to:
• enhance self-belief and resilience
• engage and motivate young people
• strengthen and celebrate learners’ academic and vocational education
• inspire creativity and ambition to make full use of pupils’ talents
• prepare learners with knowledge and skills for the workplace
Who is should consider this subject
The ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness is aimed at complementing GCSE courses and providing pupils
with knowledge, skills and experiences that will support them in being successful at KS4 and beyond. Pupils will be
invited to choose the CoPE course on an individual basis.
Modules

Portfolio of evidence

The modules are divided into three sections; A, B and C.
Each section is made up of varying activities, called
challenges, and should take at least 10 hours to complete
– 10 hours is worth one credit.

Along with their completed challenges, pupils will
produce a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate
their achievements.

Pupils will need 12 credits (120 hours of activities) to gain
the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness.
Pupils choose modules based on their interests.
The module titles are: Communication; Citizenship and
community; Sport and leisure; Independent living; The
environment; Vocational preparation; Health and fitness;
Work-related learning and enterprise; Science and
technology; International links; Expressive arts; Beliefs
and values; Combined studies.

The portfolio might include reports, photographs,
witness statements or podcasts. The portfolio has
proven to be something pupils are particularly
proud of.
Pupils can use their portfolio to present their work
and its journey to prospective employers or further
education institutions.

What are the benefits of the Certificate of personal effectiveness
CoPE enables pupils to develop and demonstrate a range of personal, key and employability skills, broaden their
experience and manage their learning in a variety of real-life contexts
Pupils can use their portfolio to present their work and its journey to prospective employers or further education
institutions.

Who to contact for further information
Mr McGarvie – Senior Assistant Headteacher
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Art & Design

Exam Board

EDUQAS

Curriculum Overview
Vibrant and dynamic, this course will give you the freedom to study Art and Design in ways that inspire and bring
out the best in you. Art & Design is a course that encourages exploration and specifically expects work to be
created that is both personal and meaningful in its response. A short introductory unit will be competed at the
beginning of Year Ten to ensure all pupils are exposed to the full range of media they need to utilise confidently.
This will culminate in a 2 hour art exam where pupils will create their final outcomes. This is intended to prepare
pupils for longer art exams- 2 days (10 hours) for component 1 & 2. After this short introductory unit we will move
on to completing component 1 before the externally set assignment is released in the January of Year Eleven.
Who should consider this subject
Pupils who wish to be inspired, challenged and motivated, no matter what their level of ability with creative and
engaging lessons. The qualification provides scope for innovation and development and will be tailored to the
individual needs of our pupils. We will provide pupils with a range of creative, exciting and stimulating
opportunities to develop and explore their personal interests in art and design. The study and creation of art &
design is strongly linked to mental health benefits and provides an opportunity to self-reflect as each component is
expected to be personal and meaningful to the artist.
This is a coursework heavy subject and should be considered by pupils who are well motivated to meet deadlines
and can work to specific time scales. Personal time management and organisational skills are key.
Component 1: Portfolio
The portfolio will comprise of an artwork
project that is competed over time in and
out of school. Pupils will select a project
title from a range on offer and are
therefore able to ensure they study a
theme or issue which is both personal and
meaningful to them as an individual. The
project will have a clear starting point and
will have a developing narrative that
explores experimentation with a wide
range of media in order to arrive at a final
outcome. Project work can be presented as
sketch books, mounted sheets, as a journal
or digitally. The final outcome for
component 1 will be completed under
supervision over two days (10 hours)
during the year ten art exam. The marks
available for component 1 make up 60% of
the total GCSE grade.

Component 2: Externally set assignment
In the January of Year Eleven the externally set assignment ‘exam
paper’ will be released. This has a variety of starting points for
each pupil to choose from. They must each choose one. It is
important that each pupil selects a starting point that is personal
and meaningful to them. Pupils may discuss their starting points
with the teacher. Preparatory work may be presented in any
format such as mounted sheets, sketchbooks, journals, design
proposals, models, digital or non-digital presentations. The final
outcome for component 2 will be completed under supervision
over two days (10 hours) during the final art exam in May of year
11. During this art exam pupils will have access to their
preparatory work but must not add to it or change it. The full ten
hours must be spent on their component 2 final outcome.
Component 2 makes up the remaining 40% of the marks available
to make up the final GCSE grade.

Equipment needed
Although all equipment required will be provided by school, it is important that pupils have access to a range of
equipment at home. As well as being a course that has high demands on personal time management skills, it also
makes high demands on pupils’ skills of personal organisation. Pupils will need pens, pencils and paints at home in
order to complete homework to meet coursework deadlines. These will all be available to purchase through school
or can be easily acquired on the high street or online. We are happy to support pupils further with advice on any
specific equipment that would support their line of enquiry. It is important that all pupils are able to ‘capture images’
that they can develop into artwork so a camera or camera phone will be extremely useful.
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Enrichment opportunities
To ensure a wide range or sources enrich pupils’ study of art & design, they should explore galleries and museums
and any sites that complement their personal projects. Photoshoots and ‘on location’ sketches will provide images
to be further developed throughout personal projects.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents and carers will be able to support with motivating pupils to work at home on their projects and provide
them with opportunities to visit relevant locations. Parents can help pupils in the planning of photoshoots that
generate images. Pupils then go on to develop in their artwork from their own photography. Ensure pupils source
and store art equipment securely. Promote the philosophy that no artwork should be cast aside- all work should
be kept to show the art project ‘journey’. Do not allow pupils to bin anything they create because they do not like
it. It is not a requirement for pupils to ‘like’ their own work. All work will be considered in the curation of both
component 1 and 2.
Useful resources and course links
The Arty Teacher
Talkart podcast
My Modern Met
Colossal

Theartyteacher.com
Available wherever you get your podcasts
Mymodernmet.com
Thisiscolossal.com

Future pathways
Education
Art & Design A level
Photography A level
Design & Technology A Level
Art Foundation course

Careers
Photographer
Graphic designer
Curator
Art therapist

to name but a few!

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10
Spring Year 10
Summer Year 10
Autumn Year 11
Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Introductory project- hone skills, consider our approach to organising
experimentation and research, investigate what ‘personal and meaningful’
looks like in an art project.
Component 1 titles presented- one chosen by each pupil. Begin gathering
images to use as starting points, researching and planning photoshoots.
Continue work on component 1; experimenting with a range of media and
developing ideas.
Plan a variety of outcomes and develop one to be realised in a 2 day art exam.
Component 1 completed.
Component 2 starting points released Jan 2nd.
Final exam early May- coursework must be complete before this date.

Who to contact for further information
Mrs Morley-Smith & Miss Wood
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Computer Science GCSE

Exam Board

Pearson Edexcel

Curriculum Overview
This new, up-to-date qualification reflects the fast-changing world of Computer Science. It helps pupils to develop
the computational skills they need for an exciting digital future beyond the classroom with:


an exciting, practical focus on real-life programming, developing skills relevant to the future



innovative, practical, future-looking onscreen assessments

Who is should consider this subject
Any pupil planning on studying computing related courses in further or higher education or considering a career in
a STEM subject would find this course useful. Pupils with an interest in computer programming and how
computers are built and work will find computer science will also enjoy the course. 50% of the assessment is
computer programming using Python so anyone considering this course should have an interest in computer
programming and a good understanding of basic mathematics.
Paper 1: Principles of Computer Science
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
50% of the qualification

Paper 2: Application of Computational
Onscreen examination: 2 hours
50% of the qualification

This paper will assess 5 topic areas

Content overview

Topic 1: Computational thinking – understanding of what
algorithms are, what they are used for and how they
work; ability to follow, amend and write algorithms;
ability to construct truth tables.

This paper will assess problem solving with
programming.
Assessment overview

Topic 2: Data – understanding of binary, data
representation, data storage and compression.

Pupils will be given a series of programming tasks
to complete. The tasks are set by the examination
board.

Topic 3: Computers – understanding of hardware and
software components of computer systems and
characteristics of programming languages.

Pupils will complete this assessment onscreen
using Python 3.

Topic 4: Networks – understanding of computer
networks and network security.

This practical paper requires pupils to design,
write, test and refine programs in order to solve
problems.

Topic 5: Issues and impact – awareness of emerging
trends in computing technologies, and the impact of
computing on individuals, society and the environment,
including ethical, legal and ownership issues.
Equipment needed
Although it will be useful, a personal desktop computer or laptop is not essential for the course.
The school facilities are open at lunchtimes for pupils to use and many pupils stay behind after school to complete
work.
The exam board will publish a pupil revision guide and pupil workbook.

13 | P a g e

Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in several computing competitions and complete their iDEA Silver
award. There will be educational visits to Bletchley park and the National computer museum.
Pupils will be encouraged to complete online research and explore resources available on coding websites
including CodeClub and GitHub.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers could encourage their children to practice their coding skills at home using Python and Scratch.
Parents could quiz and test their children on the knowledge found in knowledge organisers and topic booklets.
Useful resources and course links
GCSE Computing Science (Edexcel)
BBC Bitesize Computing Studies
Computer Science Guru
Python programming software

https://tinyurl.com/y6u5578x
https://tinyurl.com/y7lrx26y
https://tinyurl.com/ydyzhm4z
https://www.python.org/

Future pathways
Education
College courses including Digital Technologies
T level in Digital skills
Apprenticeships
Level 3 BTEC or A Level Computer Science
A level Computer Science

Careers
Computer support
Digital and cyber security
Networking management
Software programming or web development
System/data analyst

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10

Spring Year 10

Summer Year 10

Autumn Year 11

Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary : Knowledge and Skills
Programming, variables, datatypes, flow charts.
Binary Arithmetic, Ascii, Boolean, Twos complement, Stored program
concepts
Programming - loops and branching, one dimensional lists, functions,
procedures, subprograms.
Fetch – decode – executer, computer storage, peripheral management,
Operating systems, and file management.
Reading and writing files, authentication, merge and sort, string processes,
turtle programming.
Cyber security, malware, social engineering, data protection, networking and
the internet.
Programming – Local and global variables, time, problem solving, bubble and
binary search and sort, problem solving
Environmental impact of computing, low level and high-level languages,
TCP/IP and packet switching.
Programming – Data structures, trace tables and errors, testing data, string
manipulation.
Bitmaps, sound, compression, personal data and legislation.
External Examinations

Who to contact for further information
Mr McGarvie Senior Assistant Head teacher
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English (Language and Literature)

Exam Board

WJEC Eduqas GCSE

Curriculum Overview
English Language and Literature are compulsory at GCSE. Pupils will therefore undertake one GCSE for English
language and one GCSE for English literature.
The WJEC Eduqas GCSEs in English language and literature encourages learners to develop knowledge and skills in
reading, writing and critical thinking. Pupils will read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding.
The GCSEs provide pupils with opportunities to read widely for pleasure across a range of high quality texts in the
genres of prose, poetry and drama and to develop an understanding of how literature is both rich and influential.
In addition, it enables pupils to listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English
effectively.
For English literature, the prescribed texts will be taught to pupils across Year 10 and 11, during lesson time.
Pupils will then answer the questions relevant to the texts they have studied.
English Language Paper Breakdown:
Paper 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and
Creative Prose Writing. 40% of the qualification:
Written examination of 1 hour 45 minutes.

English Literature Paper Breakdown:
Paper 1: Shakespeare and Poetry. 40% of the
qualification: Written examination of 2 hours.

Section A: Reading (20%) – Assesses understanding
of one prose extract of literature from the 20th
century, through a range of structured questions.

Section A: Shakespeare (20%) - One extract question
and one essay question based on the reading of a
Shakespeare text selected from a prescribed list.

Section B: Creative writing (20%) – Four task titles to
choose from, all focused around narrative and
descriptive writing. Pupils are asked to select and
complete one creative writing task.

Section B: Poetry (20%) - Two questions based on
poems from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology, one
of which involves comparison.

Paper 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-fiction Reading
and Transactional/Persuasive Writing.

Paper 2: Post-1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose
and Unseen Poetry.

60% of the qualification: Written examination of 2
hours.

60% of the qualification: Written examination of 2
hours and 30 minutes.

Section A: Reading (30%) – Assesses understanding
of two non-fiction extracts, one from the 19th
century, the other from the 21st century – through a
range of structured questions.

Section A: Post-1914 Prose/Drama (20%) - One
source-based question on a post 1914 prose/drama
text selected from a prescribed list.

Section B: Writing (30%) – Two task titles. Pupils
must complete both tasks. Both writing tasks focus
on transactional/persuasive writing.

Section B: 19th Century Prose (20%) - One sourcebased question on a 19th century prose text selected
from a prescribed list.
Section C: Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st Century
(20%) - Two questions on unseen poems, one of
which involves comparison.

Equipment needed
 Pupils can, if they are able and wish to, purchase copies of the prescribed texts studied in lessons. They are
then able to make notes on their copies and revise easily at home.
 If this is not possible, copies will be provided for the pupils to read and study in lessons, by the department,
but these will need to be kept in school and pupils will not be able to make notes on them. They will be
needed for future year groups.
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Copies of the anthology of poetry will be provided for each pupils, by the exam board.
An optional extra, that can support study, are revision guides for the prescribed texts. They can be
purchased from CGP books.

Enrichment opportunities
As with KS3, pupils will have access to study support sessions to access revision of core skills and knowledge taught
across lessons.
Pupils will broaden their knowledge and enhance their understanding of their core/prescribed texts through:
 Wider reading that links to themes and ideas related to their prescribed texts.
 Access and exposure to performances of prescribed texts where relevant.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers can encourage pupils to revise and recap key information for their prescribed texts. They could
also encourage pupils to make revision tools – mind maps, posters, flashcards etc. as they go along. These
revision tools could cover and include information on: plot, character, setting, themes, key quotations, writers’
methods etc.
Useful resources and course links
CGP books – for study guides – WJEC Eduqas books
BBC Bitesize – English Language
BBC Bitesize – English Literature

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zpxh82p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw9mycw

Future pathways
Education
A level options – English (language and literature), English
language or English literature independently.
University courses, including but not limited to – English, English
Literature, English and Creative Writing, Drama and English,
English and Education Studies.

Careers Pathways
Primary or Secondary
school teacher
Author
Journalism
Publishing

Curriculum Overview
Term

Year 10
Study

Year 11
Study

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Pupils will study knowledge and skills in the following areas, during Year 10:
Literature components 
19th Century Prose text.

Post-1914 Drama text.

Thematic/grouped study of poems from their anthology.
Language components –

20th Century Literature Reading.

19th and 21st Century Non-fiction Reading.

Creative Prose Writing.

Transactional/Persuasive Writing.
Pupils will study knowledge and skills in the following areas, during Year 11:

Shakespeare play text.
They will also then recap and revise the topics listed below, in preparation for their exam –
Literature components 
19th Century Prose text.

Post-1914 Drama text.

Thematic/grouped study of poems from their anthology.
Language components –

20th Century Literature Reading.

19th and 21st Century Non-fiction Reading.

Creative Prose Writing.

Transactional/Persuasive Writing.

Who to contact for further information
Mrs Haines, Head of English, shaines@kentshillpark.school
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Arts Administrator
Events management
Advertising

Geography

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
Pupils will explore case studies in the United Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging
economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs). Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation,
global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Pupils are also encouraged to
understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes. Throughout the course
pupils will build upon their geographical skills through the use of maps, graphs and photographic interpretation.
Who is should consider this subject
Any pupil who is interested in the content they have previously studied at key stage 3. This course is designed to
look at the modern world and how the changes are both positive and challenging. The course is 100% exam
although paper 3 is based more on your geographical skills rather than content.
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
Written examination – 1 hour 30 minutes.
35% of the GCSE qualification

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Written examination – 1 hour 30 minutes.
35% of the GCSE qualification

Topic 1: The challenges of natural hazards – This paper
will cover the cause and challenges created by both
tectonic and weather hazards. It will cover earthquakes,
hurricanes and Climate change.
Topic 2: The living world – Highlighting how ecosystems
around the world survive as well as the challenges and
opportunities the people within them face.
Topic 3: Physical landscape of the UK – To take a closer
look at the nation we live in through a physical geography
perspective. The natural processes and features of UK
rivers and coasts.

Topic 1: Urban issues and challenges – This paper
looks at the issues and solutions created by
urbanisation in both NEEs and HICs.
Topic 2: The Changing economic world –
Identifying the differing levels of development
across the world and focussing on two examples of
economic growth.
Topic 3: The challenge of resource managementLooking deeper into the resources available in the
UK including, food, water and energy. The paper
requires a deeper understanding of one type of
resource.

Paper 3 – Geographical applications
Written examination – 1 hour 15 minutes
30% of the GCSE qualification
Topic 1: Issue evaluation - This section contributes a critical thinking and problem-solving element and will be based
on one of the topics from paper 1 or 2. A pre-release document will be available prior to the exam.
Topic 2: Fieldwork – Pupils will take part in a human and a physical fieldtrip and this paper assess the techniques
and understanding they gained during this.
Equipment needed
Pupils will require general school equipment to complete the course.
Textbooks will be available to use within the school however the exam board has published the relevant revision
guides to accompany the course.
Enrichment opportunities
As well as support offered weekly in humanities club, the pupils will all undertake compulsory fieldwork focussing
on two landscapes. The first is an urban area and the second will be either the UK coastline or a UK river.
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How can parents/carers help their children
Parents could regularly test pupils on the knowledge organisers, particularly on the case studies that will be
covered. It is also helpful to discuss issues in the news as well as locating places on maps to gain a spatial
awareness of the world.
Useful resources and course links
BBC bitesize - Geography
Cool Geography
Internet Geography

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
https://www.internetgeography.net/gcsegeography-revision/

Future pathways
Education
A Level Geography
A Level Geology
Apprenticeships
Eventually this GCSE can lead to a wide range of
Apprenticeships and university courses.

Careers
As well as the jobs directly linked to Geography such as
a town planer, surveyor or environmental consultant,
the subject opens up many doors. Some jobs you may
not have thought of are;
Journalist
Environmental lawyer
Emergency planner
Landscape architect

Curriculum Overview
Term

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills

Living World – Challenges and opportunities of Hot deserts and tropical rainforests. The
examples covered in this topic will be the Thar deserts in India and the tropical rainforests
Autumn Year 10
of Malaysia. For each separate biome there will be a focus on the natural processes
followed by the human interaction with nature.
The challenge of natural hazards – Earthquakes, Hurricanes and climate change. For each
of the hazards there will be a clear focus on the cause and effect. These effects and the
Spring Year 10
human responses will differ depending on level of development. For each hazard there will
be a case study for both an LIC and an HIC.
Physical landscapes – A study of the UKs physical landscape and how it has changed over
time. This then concentrates on the ever-changing coasts and rivers around the UK. Both
the physical nature of the landscape and the human interaction will be studied.
Summer Year 10
Fieldwork will be carried out during this term. After the fieldwork has been carried out,
pupils will complete a write up of each section of the investigation to prepare for the
exam.
Changing economic world – Economic development will look at how the UK and Nigeria
have both developed over time. It will investigate the methods of development as well as
the consequences.
Autumn Year 11
Urban issues – The causes of urbanisation and the differences across the world in general,
followed by a closer look into two examples. Each will cover what urbanisation has taken
place, why and how they are managing the changes.
Urban issues – Urbanisation using examples of Birmingham and Rio de Janeiro (cont.).
Spring Year 11
Resource management – Studying how the UK manages the uneven availability of
resources, looking at food, water and energy.
Paper 3 pre-release – Content unknown until release but will be based around a previous
Summer Year 11
compulsory topic.
Revision
Who to contact for further information
Mrs K Simpson – Acting Head of Humanities ksimpson@kentshillpark.school
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History

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
This qualification is designed to encourage pupils to study different aspects of the past, so they can engage with
key issues such as conflict, understanding what drives change and how the past influences the present. These
themes are studied through a range of time periods from the reign of Elizabeth in 1568 up to the political changes
in Asia in 1975. History gives the pupils the opportunity to think analytically as they learn about the key events that
have shaped the world they live in.
Who should consider this subject
History would be suitable to pupils which are enjoying the subject at key stage 3 as the content will use what they
have learnt to build upon and deepen their understanding.
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world
Paper 2: Shaping the nation
Written examination – 2 hours
Written examination – 2 hours
50% of GCSE qualification
50% of GCSE qualification
Period Studies – 1890-1945 Germany – This will focus on
how the country developed as a democracy and then the
events that turned it into a dictatorship led by Adolf
Hitler. It will also consider the effect of the depression in
Germany leading to the rise of the Nazi Party and the
changes experienced under their rule.
Depth Studies – 1950 – 1975 Asia – It focuses on the
causes and events of the Cold War in Asia and seeks to
show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved
difficult to resolve the tensions which arose. Alongside
this there will be a closer look into how key individuals
played a role in shaping the region.

Thematic Studies – Health and people c1000 to
present day. The focus is to investigate how
medicine and health has changed throughout this
time period, looking at the key factors that lead
this change.
Depth Studies – Elizabethan England 1568 – 1603.
10% of this paper will be examined on a specific
site in depth. This site will be as specified and will
be changed annually. The remainder will look at
the last 35 years of Elizabeth’s reign, analysing
what life was like as well as looking into the
problems Elizabeth faced in England and abroad.

Equipment needed
Pupils will need the general lesson equipment for this qualification. There will be textbooks provided within school
however the exam board will produce the relevant revision guides which you may choose to buy independently.
Enrichment opportunities
Dependent on the Specific site in the Elizabethan depth study there will be an opportunity to visit the site to gain a
deeper understanding of its importance during Elizabeth’s reign.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents can help throughout the course by encouraging their children to watch and discuss the news on a regular
basis. It is helpful for them to gain and understanding of how global politics can affect them on a range of scales.
They can also make wider reading available to them giving them a chance to read about key events of the past.
Useful resources and course links
Studywise

https://studywise.co.uk/gcserevision/history/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects
https://revisionworld.com/

BBC bitesize (History)
Revision world
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Future pathways
Education
 A Level History
 Apprenticeships
 Undergraduate degrees such as
 History
 International relations
 Politics

Careers
There are many jobs available to history pupils.
 Journalist.
 Civil Service administrator.
 Solicitor.
 Archivist.
 Curator.

Curriculum Overview
Term

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills

Paper 1 – Germany
This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half
century of change. It was a period of democracy and dictatorship – the development
and collapse of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. You will study the
Autumn Year 10
political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two developments and the
role ideas played in influencing change. You will also look at the role of key
individuals, such as Adolf Hitler, and groups, such as the Nazi Party, in shaping
change and the impact the developments had on them.
Paper 1 – Asia
This wider world depth study enables you to understand the complex and diverse
interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It
considers the role of nationalist movements in causing and sustaining conflict. It
Spring Year 10
focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War in Asia and seeks to show how
and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which
arose. This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping
change, as well as how they were affected by and influenced international relations.
Paper 2- Elizabethan England
This depth study focuses on the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will
focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign such as the Spanish Armada and the
Summer Year 10
arrival of Mary, Queen of Scots. You will also have the opportunity to study life
during Elizabethan times and the religious divisions that Elizabeth had to navigate
the country through. This study will also require you to carry out a site study of a
historic environment which links to your understanding of the Elizabethan period.
Autumn Year 11
Paper 2-Elizabethan England / Health and the people
Paper 2 - Health and the people
This thematic study will enable you to gain an understanding of how medicine and
public health developed in Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes,
scale, nature and consequences of short- and long-term developments, their impact
on British society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics
of the periods during which they took place. Although the focus of this study is the
Spring Year 11
development of medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on wider world
developments that impacted on the core themes. You will have the opportunity to
see how some ideas and events in the wider world affected Britain and will promote
the idea that key themes did not develop in isolation, but these ideas and events
should be referenced in terms of their effects on the core theme for Britain and
British people.
Summer Year 11
Revision and examination
Who to contact for further information
Mrs K Simpson - Acting Head of Humanities ksimpson@kentshillpark.school
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Mathematics GCSE

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping pupils with the right skills to reach their
future destination, whatever that may be. The study of mathematics provides a foundation for understanding the
world and making a positive contribution to society.
There are 5 topic areas within mathematics and the weighting of these are set out in the table below:
Foundation Tier (%)
Higher Tier (%)
Number
25
15
Algebra
20
30
Ratio
25
20
Geometry
15
20
Probability and statistics
15
15
Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks
80 marks
80 marks
non-calculator
calculator allowed
calculator allowed
33⅓% of the GCSE
33⅓% of the GCSE
33⅓% of the GCSE
Content from any part of the specification may be assessed in a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark
questions to multi-step problems.
The mathematical demand increases as a pupil progresses through the paper.
Equipment needed
Pupils will be required to have the following in every lesson and for the final exams: a black pen, pencil, ruler marked
with metric measurements, pair of compasses, clear protractor and a scientific calculator (we strongly recommend
the Casio fx-83GTX)
Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will have access to weekly study support sessions where we will revise core skills and knowledge taught
across lessons. Pupils will also have opportunities to take part in external mathematical events such as the Maths
Challenge, National Cipher Challenge and The Alan Turing Cryptography Competition.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers can encourage pupils to revise and recap key skills in small manageable chunks.
Parents/carers could also encourage pupils to make revision tools – mind maps, posters, flashcards etc.
Towards the end of the course they can help time pupils sitting past papers/questions and mark their work
Whilst there are lots of different maths revision guides to buy there is also lots of high quality free materials
available online and we would recommend using these.
Useful resources and course links
Hegarty Maths
https://hegartymaths.com/
Corbett Maths
https://corbettmaths.com/
5-a-day GCSE 9-1
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
Mr Barton Maths
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/pupils/gcse/
GCSE Maths Takeaway
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/pupils/legacy-gcse/gcse-maths-takeaway.html
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Future pathways
Education – Having a GCSE in maths is a minimum for
all post 16 education or training. You will need to
continue to study GCSE maths until you either pass or
leave education. The pathways below are example of
what you could move onto if you enjoyed GCSE Maths,
although there are hundreds more potential options:
 Apprenticeships – Engineering, Digital and IT,
Business and Finance
 A level options – Maths, Physics, Chemistry,
Further Maths
 University courses – Mathematics, Physics,
Engineering, Computer Science, Economics

Careers – Having a GCSE in Maths is a requirement for
most jobs. The careers below are relevant to those who
choose to study Maths at University
 Primary or Secondary school teacher
 Banker
 Accountant
 Sports Analyst
 Software Engineer
 Researcher
 GCHQ

Curriculum Overview
Term

Year 10 Study

Year 11 Study

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Foundation
Higher
Number: number properties, fractions,
Number: number properties, fractions,
decimals, percentages, rounding, standard form decimals, percentages, rounding, standard
Algebra: basic algebra, coordinates and linear
form, surds
graphs, sequences, real life graphs, equations,
Algebra: basic algebra, coordinates and linear
indices
graphs, sequences, real life graphs, equations,
Ratio: ratio and proportion
indices
Geometry: angles, scale diagrams, bearings,
Ratio: ratio and proportion
perimeter and area, circumference and area,
Geometry: angles, scale diagrams, bearings,
properties of polygons, transformations,
perimeter and area, circumference and area,
congruency and similarity, 2D representations
properties of polygons, transformations,
of 3D shapes, measures, constructions and loci
congruency and similarity, 2D representations
Probability & Statistics: collecting and
of 3D shapes, measures, constructions and
representing data, basic probability, statistical
loci
measures
Probability & Statistics: collecting and
representing data, basic probability, statistical
measures
Algebra: quadratics, inequalities, simultaneous
Algebra: quadratics, numerical methods,
equations, algebra and graphs, sketching
equation of a circle, further equations and
graphs, solving quadratics, quadratic graphs
their graphs, inequalities, simultaneous
Ratio: direct and inverse proportion, growth
equations, sketching graphs, transforming
and decay
functions, pre-calculus and area under a
Geometry: volume, Pythagoras, trigonometry,
curve, algebraic fractions
vectors
Ratio: direct and inverse proportion, growth
Probability & Statistics: probability, scatter
and decay, gradients and rates of change
graphs
Geometry: volume, Pythagoras, trigonometry,
vectors, sine and cosine rules, circle theorems
Probability & Statistics: probability, scatter
graphs

Who to contact for further information
Miss Yates Head of Mathematics
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Music GCSE

Exam Board

Pearson Edexcel

Curriculum Overview
This qualification will help to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of music. You will learn about selfdiscipline, improve your listening skills and gain a real awareness of how to work as member of a team. There will
be the opportunity to listen and study popular music, musical theatre, film music and musical from the classical
and romantic eras. You will be able to perform as a soloist a member of an ensemble and learn how to create your
own music.
Who is should consider this subject
This course is for pupils who have in an interest in music and who may be considering taking further qualifications
in the subject. Pupils with an interest in performing, developing their understanding of how music is put together
and created will enjoy this course. 60% of the assessment is through coursework that can be completed during
years 10 and 11.
Component
Component 1

Overview
2 performances

Assessment
Minimum total of 2 pieces

Performing

Solo – minimum of 1 piece (minimum of
1 minute in length)

30 marks each

30% Coursework

Total of 60 marks

Ensemble - minimum of 1 piece
(minimum of 1 minute in length)
Together total minimum of 4 minutes
across the solo and ensemble pieces
Component 2

2 compositions

2 pieces

Composing

1 to a set brief – minimum 1 minute in
length

30 marks each

30% Coursework

Total of 60 marks

1 free composition – minimum 1 minute
in length
Together total minimum of 3 minutes
together
Component 3
Appraising
40% Exam

4 Areas of Study with 2 set works each:





Instrumental Music
Vocal Music
Music for Stage and Screen
Fusions

Exam – 1 hour 45 minutes
Total of 80 marks

Equipment needed
Although it will be useful, a personal desktop computer or laptop is not essential for the completion of this course.
Composing coursework must be completed on the school site as part of the monitoring process for the controlled
conditions that exist for coursework elements of this subject.
The school facilities are open at lunchtimes for pupils to use and pupils may stay after school to complete work.
Pupils will have access to scores for all of the set works and a revision book.
Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will have the opportunity to take part in a programme of musical events that will take place throughout the
year. These will include a Young Musician of the Year concert, a musical, a Christmas Concert and a Summer
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Soiree. There will also be an educational visit to the West End and Milton Keynes Theatre. Pupils will be
encouraged to participate in ensembles and musical/theatrical groups both in and out of school.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents / carers should encourage their children to practice regularly. It is necessary to provide a recording of solo
piece and an ensemble piece to a standard of around Grade 5 level towards the end of this course. Parents could
ensure that their children are accessing music from a wide range styles and genres.
Useful resources and course links
GCSE Music (Edexcel)
BBC Bitesize Music
MuseScore – free notation software
Free Spotify

https://tinyurl.com/y7ku5rjk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z6chkmn
https://musescore.org/en
https://www.spotify.com/uk/free/

Future pathways
Education
College courses including BTEC Level 3 Music and Music
Technology
A Level Music
A Level Music Technology
Performing Arts Courses

Careers
Performer
Private Music Teacher
Music Therapist
Arts Administrator
Marketing Assistant

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10
Spring Year 10
Summer Year 10
Autumn Year 11
Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Introduction to GCSE, Instrumental Music Set Works and wider listening
(1700-1820), Performing (solo & ensemble) and Vocal Music set works
Vocal Music set works and wider listening, Music for Stage and Screen set
works, free composition and performing (solo & ensemble)
Music for Stage and Screen set works and wider listening, free composition
and performing (solo & ensemble)
Revision of Year 10 areas of study, Fusions set works and wider listening,
composing to a brief and performing (solo & ensemble)
Composing to a brief, revision of all set works, record solo and ensemble
performances
Revision of all set works, practice wider listening skills and submission of all
Performing and Composing coursework for moderation (15th May)
External Examination

Who to contact for further information
Mr Humphries Head of Music
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Physical Education GCSE

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
The GCSE course offers pupils the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understand of theory based
Physical Education (PE) as well as developing various practical elements. The pupils will study a number of theory
topics, from the human body and how it is affected by sport and exercise, to the anatomy and physiology of the
body and the psychological elements of sport and exercise. The course is predominantly theory based, however,
pupils will also have the opportunity to develop their practical skills in preparation for practical assessments. They
will also develop their knowledge of fitness and exercise and their ability to analyse and evaluate performance in
order to suggest and practice methods to improve.
Who should consider this subject
Any pupils that are planning to study PE or Sport related courses in further education or those considering a career
relating to PE or Sport, would benefit from this course and find it useful.
In addition to this, any pupils that have a strong interest in PE and the effects of exercise on the body, and are also
committed to classroom based learning. The majority of the course is classroom based with 1/5 lessons a cycle
devoted to practical PE. Pupils will also need to show a strong commitment to extra-curricular activities alongside
the continued retention of theory based knowledge in preparation for their written exams.

Paper 1: The human body and movement in
physical activity and sport

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in
physical activity and sport

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes
30% of the qualification

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes
30% of the qualification

Content overview
This paper will assess 4 topic areas:
Applied anatomy and physiology
Movement analysis
Physical training
Use of data

Content overview
This paper will assess 4 topic areas:
Sports psychology
Socio-cultural influences
Health, fitness and well-being
Use of data

Assessment overview
This written exam has a mixture of multiple
choice/objective test questions, short answer
questions and extended answer questions.

Assessment overview
This written exam has a mixture of multiple
choice/objective test questions, short answer questions
and extended answer questions.

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport
Assessed by your teachers and moderated by the exam board, this consists of 40% of the qualification.
Content overview
Pupils practical performance will be assessed in three different physical activities, in the role of player/performer
(one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in an individual activity).
They will also be assessed on their ability to analyse and evaluate performance to bring about improvement in one
activity.
Assessment overview
For each of their three activities, pupils will be assessed on skills in progressive drills and in a full context scenario.
Pupils will also be assessed on their analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one
chosen activity.
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Equipment needed
Kents Hill Park PE kit will be required. If you choose to be assessed in an activity not covered as part of the normal
PE curriculum at Kents Hill Park, you may have to provide specialist equipment and be prepared to submit video
evidence of your performance/s. The exam board will publish a pupil revision guide and pupil workbook.
Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in as many sports clubs as they like to help improve their practical
and analysis of performance skills. There will also be a dedicated PE theory club for pupils to improve their
theoretical knowledge and exam based skills.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers could encourage their children to practice their chosen sports/activities at home or by joining a
club outside of school. Parents could quiz and test their children on the knowledge found in knowledge organisers
and topic booklets.
Useful resources and course links
GCSE Physical Education (AQA)
BBC Bitesize Physical Education

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physicaleducation-8582
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zp49cwx

Future pathways
Education
College courses
Apprenticeships
A level Physical Education
Level 3 BTEC Physical Education

Careers
Sports Scientist
Professional Sportsperson
Sports Coach/consultant
Diet and Fitness Instructor

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10

Spring Year 10

Summer Year 10

Autumn Year 11

Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary : Knowledge and Skills
Applied Anatomy and Physiology: Structure and functions of the skeletal, muscular,
respiratory, cardiovascular and energy systems. Short and long term effects of
exercise.
Movement Analysis and Physical Training: Lever systems, planes and axes of
movement. The relationship between health and fitness. Components of fitness.
Principles of training and their application to personal exercise/training programmes.
Physical Training and Sports Psychology: Optimising training and preventing injury.
Effective use of warm up and cool down. Classification of skills (basic/complex,
open/closed). Goal setting and SMART targets. Basic information processing model.
Guidance and feedback on performance. Mental preparation for performance.
Socio-cultural influences: Engagement patterns of different social groups in physical
activity and sport. Commercialisation of physical activity and sport. Ethical and sociocultural issues.
Health, fitness and well-being and Use of Data: Physical, emotional and social health,
fitness and wellbeing. Consequences of a sedentary lifestyle. Energy use, diet,
nutrition and hydration. Data analysis in relation to key areas of physical activity and
sport.
External Written Examinations

Who to contact for further information
Mr Baxter Senior Assistant Headteacher
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Religious Studies

Exam Board

OCR

Curriculum Overview
This qualification gives pupils the opportunity to study both religious and non-religious views of different teachings
and practices to formulate their own opinions from a wide range of information sources. The aim of the course is
to question the influences of society through scriptures and texts, both religious and otherwise to develop well
informed, educated arguments.
Who is should consider this subject
Religious education GCSE is suitable for pupils who have previously enjoyed learning about their own and others’
faiths but also if they are interested in understanding the different aspects of society and the influences that
shapes the community they live in.
Paper 1:Beliefs and teachings and practices Christianity
Written examination – 1 hour
25% of qualification
Beliefs and teachings – This looks at the importance
of the Christian beliefs and teachings as well as the
issues raised within the religion and society.
Throughout there will be an emphasis on the sacred
text and the differing views within Christianity.
Practices – This part of the paper focusses on how the
beliefs and teachings of the religion are practiced in
society and communities.

Paper 2: Beliefs and teachings and practices - Islam
Written examination – 1 hour
25% of qualification
Beliefs and teachings – This looks at the importance
of the Islamic beliefs and teachings as well as the
issues raised within the religion and society.
Throughout there will be an emphasis on the sacred
text and the differing views within Islam.
Practices - This part of the paper focusses on how
the beliefs and teachings of the religion are
practiced in society and communities.

Paper 3: Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a religious perspective
Written examination – 2 hours
50% of qualification
For this two hour paper pupils will study Christianity through four different themes;
 Relationships and families
 The existence of God, gods and the ultimate reality
 Religion, peace and conflict
 Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes

Equipment needed
Pupils will need the general lesson equipment for this qualification. There will be textbooks provided within school
however the exam board will produce the relevant revision guides which you may choose to buy independently.
Enrichment opportunities
During the course we intend to include external speakers for each of the religions as well as possible visits to the
relevant places of worship. This will enable the pupils to see the teachings and practices in action.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents can help their children by discussing events in the news. Encourage pupils to think about the different
viewpoints on an event and to think about their stand point. If you or your friends and family practice a particular
religion, take time to talk about their views and practices with your child to make them familiar with as many
religions as possible.
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Useful resources and course links
BBC bitesize
Studywise
OCR website (Religious education)

www.bbcbitesize.com
www.studywise.co.uk
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/religiousstudies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision

Revision world
Future pathways
Education
A Level Religious education
A Level Philosophy and ethics
Apprenticeships
Undergraduate degrees in a range of subjects.

Careers
 Advice worker.
 Archivist.
 Charity officer.
 Civil Service administrator.
 Community development worker.
 Editorial assistant.
 Newspaper journalist.
 Social worker.

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10

Spring Year 10

Summer Year 10

Autumn Year 11

Spring Year 11

Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Christianity – Beliefs and teachings. Understanding Christian beliefs about
the characteristics of God, the story of creation, evil and Jesus.
Islam – Beliefs and teachings – Gaining knowledge of the core beliefs of Islam,
the nature of Allah and the Islamic views on life after death.
The existence of God – Understanding why people question the existence of
God and the nature of a Christian God.
The existence of God – An opportunity to discuss philosophical questions
about the existence of God, the presence of evil in the world and other key
debates.
Religion, peace and conflict – Investigating the presence of violence through
the just war theory as well as peace making concepts and the idea of
forgiveness in religion.
Christianity – Practices – Studying how Christians practice their religion and
the role of the church through events such as baptism and marriage.
Islam – Practices – Studying how Muslims practice their beliefs through
festivals and both private and public worship. There will be a key focus on the
five pillars and the importance of the practices.
Relationships and families Dialogue within and between religious and non-religious beliefs and
attitudes – Gives pupils the opportunity to discuss the philosophical and
ethical issues between different religious groups such as freedom of speech,
equality in society and freedom to practice.
Revision and examination

Who to contact for further information
Mrs K Simpson - Acting Head of Humanities ksimpson@kentshillpark.school
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Combined Science GCSE (trilogy)

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
This qualification is linear. Linear means that pupils will sit all their exams at the end of the course. GCSE Combined
Science (Trilogy) is a double GCSE taken by the majority of pupils. It builds on the Key Stage 3 curriculum and
covers the National Curriculum Programme of Study for Science at Key Stage 4. It encourages pupils to explore,
explain, theorise and model in science and develops a critical approach to scientific evidence.
Pupils develop key skills in:
 Working scientifically
 Maths and literacy
 Practical work
Who should consider this subject
Science is compulsory at GCSE. Trilogy science GCSE is Double Award Science (also known as 'Combined Science').
Pupils study all three sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and are awarded two GCSE grades based on their
overall performance across all three science subjects.
There are six exam papers: 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics. Each of the written papers will assess knowledge
and understanding from the distinct topic areas.
Each exam paper contributes to 16.7% of the GCSE
Paper 1: Trilogy Science
1 hour and 15 minute exams per paper

Paper 2: Trilogy Science
1 hour and 15 minute exams per paper

Biology

Biology

1. Cell Biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection & Response
4. Bioenergetics
Chemistry
8. Atomic structure and the periodic table
9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
10. Quantitative chemistry
11. Chemical changes
12. Energy changes
Physics
18. Energy
19. Electricity
20. Particle model of matter
21. Atomic structure

5. Homeostasis & response
6. Inheritance, variation & evolution
7. Ecology
Chemistry
13. The rate and extent of chemical change
14. Organic chemistry
15. Chemical analysis
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere
17. Using resources.
Physics
22. Forces
23. Waves
24. Magnetism & Electromagnetism

Equipment needed
You will need the following equipment, a pen, pencil, rubber, ruler, protractor, a pair of compasses and a scientific
calculator.
CGP Revision guide books and works books to use alongside each lesson.
Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in STEM activities, attend Open University talks and workshops.
There will be outreach programmes organised with the Parks Trust and the Ogden Trust for the pupils to be
involved in during their lessons, to support the pupils learning further. Pupils will be encouraged to enter
competitions and complete STEM awards.
There will be educational visits to the Open University and the Science museum.

29 | P a g e

Pupils will be encouraged to complete the free courses available from Open Learn on the Open University website.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers could encourage their children to review the work that was learnt in class at home and use their
revision guide and work book to consolidate their learning. Encourage pupils to discuss their understanding of key
concepts. Parents could quiz and test their children on the knowledge found in knowledge organisers and topic
booklets.
Useful resources and course links
Free courses available from the Open University
website: Open Learn
Kerboodle
BBC Bitesize GCSE
AQA GCSE Combined Science (trilogy) specification
CGP AQA GCSE Combined Science Revision Guide
(Grade 9-1)
Grade 9-1 AQA GCSE: Combine science. Exam
practice workbook Biology workbook
Future pathways
Education
A level Biology, Chemistry and Physics
BSc Biochemistry
BSc Biological sciences
BSc Pharmaceutical science
BSc Physics
Medicine
Pharmacy
Psychology
Veterinary science

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-mathstechnology
https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zp266yc
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combinedscience-trilogy-8464
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Grade-GCSE-CombinedScience
https://www.amazon.co.uk

Careers
Engineering
Medicine
Dentistry
Optometry
Pharmacy
Scientific research
Teaching
Nursing
Veterinary nurse or doctor

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10
Spring Year 10
Summer Year 10
Autumn Year 11
Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Bioenergetics, , Chemical changes, Atomic structure & Periodic table
(chemistry)
Atomic structure (physics), Homeostasis and response, The rate and extent of
chemical change, Waves
Ecology , Energy changes, Organic chemistry (work experience)
Inheritance, variation & evolution, Chemical analysis, Forces, Magnetism
&Electromagnetism
Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources, Revision, Exam practice
Revision, Exam practice, GCSE Exams

Who to contact for further information
Mrs Sewell Head of Science
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Triple Science GCSE

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
This qualification is linear. Linear means that pupils will sit all their exams at the end of the course. GCSE Triple
builds on the Key Stage 3 curriculum and covers the National Curriculum Programme of Study for Science at Key
Stage 4. It encourages pupils to explore, explain, theorise and model in science and develops a critical approach to
scientific evidence.
Pupils develop key skills in: Working scientifically - Maths and literacy - Practical work
Who should consider this subject
Science is compulsory at GCSE. Triple Award Science (sometimes known as 'Separate Sciences' or 'Single Sciences')
is where pupils study all three sciences (Chemistry, Biology and Physics) and achieve three GCSEs.
By studying triple Science at GCSE level you will cover more content, so you'll be better prepared if you want
to take science A-levels. Pupils who take separate GCSE science are also more likely to get higher grades in Alevel sciences.
There are six exam papers: 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics. Each of the written papers will assess knowledge
and understanding from the distinct topic areas. Each exam paper contributes to 50% of the GCSE
Paper 1: Triple Science
1 hour and 45 minute exams per paper

Paper 2: Triple Science
1 hour and 45 minute exams per paper

Biology

Biology

8. Cell Biology
9. Organisation
10. Infection & Response
11. Bioenergetics
Chemistry
13. Atomic structure and the periodic table
14. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
15. Quantitative chemistry
16. Chemical changes
17. Energy changes
Physics
22. Energy
23. Electricity
24. Particle model of matter
25. Atomic structure

12. Homeostasis & response
13. Inheritance, variation & evolution
14. Ecology
Chemistry
18. The rate and extent of chemical change
19. Organic chemistry
20. Chemical analysis
21. Chemistry of the atmosphere
22. Using resources.
Physics
22. Forces
23. Waves
24. Magnetism & Electromagnetism

Equipment needed
You will need the following equipment, a pen, pencil, rubber, ruler, protractor, a pair of compasses and a scientific
calculator.
CGP Revision guide books and works books to use alongside each lesson.
Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in STEM activities, attend Open University talks and workshops.
There will be outreach programmes organised with the Parks Trust and the Ogden Trust for the pupils to be
involved in during their lessons, to support the pupils learning further. Pupils will be encouraged to enter
competitions and complete STEM awards.
There will be educational visits to the Open University and the Science museum.
Pupils will be encouraged to complete the free courses available from Open Learn on the Open University website.
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How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers could encourage their children to review the work that was learnt in class at home and use their
revision guide and work book to consolidate their learning. Encourage pupils to discuss their understanding of key
concepts. Parents could quiz and test their children on the knowledge found in knowledge organisers and topic
booklets.
Useful resources and course links
Free courses available from the Open University
website: Open Learn
AQA GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics
specifications

CGP AQA GCSE Triple Science Revision Guide
books(Grade 9-1)

Future pathways
Education
A level Biology, Chemistry and Physics
BSc Biochemistry
BSc Biological sciences
BSc Pharmaceutical science
BSc Physics
Medicine
Pharmacy
Psychology
Veterinary science
Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10
Spring Year 10
Summer Year 10
Autumn Year 11
Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-mathstechnology
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology8461
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry8462
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics8463
https://tinyurl.com/yaa3b5j6 (Biology)
https://tinyurl.com/y8y7ubmh (Chemistry)
https://tinyurl.com/ycpdkkpd (Physics)

Careers
Engineering
Medicine
Dentistry
Optometry
Pharmacy
Scientific research
Teaching
Nursing
Veterinary nurse or doctor

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Bioenergetics, , Chemical changes, Atomic structure & Periodic table
(chemistry)
Atomic structure (physics), Homeostasis and response, The rate and extent of
chemical change, Waves
Ecology , Energy changes, Organic chemistry (work experience)
Inheritance, variation & evolution, Chemical analysis, Forces, Magnetism
&Electromagnetism
Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources, Revision, Exam practice
Revision, Exam practice, GCSE Exams

Who to contact for further information
Mrs Sewell Head of Science
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Spanish GCSE

Exam Board

AQA

Curriculum Overview
This excellent qualification contains all the practical and theoretical skills pupils need to use the Spanish language
in an increasingly international world. This course gives pupils the opportunity to learn many skills which are useful
in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, both in spoken and written contexts,
confidence in public speaking and the use of problem-solving strategies. It will also add an international dimension
to their choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many employers and higher education providers value highly.
It will broaden both the horizons and minds of pupils, allowing them to learn more about the countries where the
language is spoken, the cultures found there, and the people who speak it.
Who should consider this subject?
Anyone who has studied Spanish in years 7 and 8 is well placed to study this GCSE course. Pupils will have a solid
grounding in the basics of the language and already know a lot of the vocabulary and grammar needed for GCSE.
Pupils who have an interest in travel and international career options in the future, or who would like to study
languages or international relations in further or higher education will enjoy this course. Pupils considering this
subject should already have a strong understanding of the grammar and vocabulary covered previously to enable
them to progress as the complexity of the language increases during the course. All must be willing to speak the
language in lessons and in smaller group situations.
Paper 1: Listening
This paper covers understanding and responding to
different types of spoken language.
Written exam: 45 minutes (Higher Tier)
50 marks (Higher Tier)
25% of total GCSE
Section A – questions in English, to be answered in
English or non-verbally.
Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in
Spanish or non-verbally.

Paper 3: Reading
This paper focuses on understanding and responding to
different types of written language.
Written exam: 1 hour (Higher Tier)
60 marks (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE
Higher Tier
Section A – questions in English, to be answered in
English or non-verbally.
Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in
Spanish or non-verbally.
Section C – translation from Spanish into English (a
minimum of 50 words at Higher Tier).

Paper 2: Speaking
This paper assesses the ability to communicate and
interact effectively in speech for a variety of
purposes.
Spoken exam-conditions assessment:
10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time
60 marks (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE
Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at Higher Tier)
Photo card – 15 marks (3 minutes at Higher Tier)
General conversation – 30 marks (5–7 minutes at
Higher Tier)
Paper 4: Writing
This paper covers communicating effectively in
writing for a variety of purposes.
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
60 marks (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE
Question 1 – structured writing task with four
compulsory detailed bullet points. 16 marks
Question 2 – open-ended writing task with two
compulsory detailed bullet points. 32 marks
Question 3 – translation from English into Spanish
– 12 marks.

Equipment needed
Pupils must have their own bilingual Spanish dictionary. I would suggest a copy for use at home, and one to be kept
at school if possible.
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Enrichment opportunities
Pupils will be offered the opportunity to attend a trip to Spain in order for them to experience using the language
in real life situations and to experience the Spanish culture up close.
How can parents/carers help their children
Parents/carers can encourage their children to practice their Spanish skills at home using online and school
provided resources, and by simply asking them about what they are studying. Parents could also quiz and test their
children on the knowledge found in knowledge organisers and topic booklets.
Useful resources and course links
GCSE Spanish AQA
Pearson ActiveLearn
BBC Bitesize GCSE Spanish
Languages Online revision activities

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698
https://pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z4dqxnb
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/spanishindex.html

Future pathways
Education
A-level Spanish
University courses in languages or International
relations.

Careers
Academic researcher/Professor
Interpreter/Translator
Political risk analyst
Secondary school teacher
International diplomat

Curriculum Overview
Term
Autumn Year 10
Spring Year 10
Summer Year 10
Autumn Year 11
Spring Year 11
Summer Year 11

Course Content Summary: Knowledge and Skills
Holidays, preterite tense, imperfect tense, giving opinions and dealing with
problems.
School, comparative and superlatives, near future tense.
Free time and relationships, present continuous tense
Sports, media, inspirational people, perfect, imperfect, preterite tense.
Describing a town and region, using tenses together, idioms.
Skills work, exam-style practice, revision/assessment.
Food, festivals and celebrations, reflexive and irregular verbs in the past.
Current and future study and employment, using many tenses together.
Local, national, international and global areas of interest, pluperfect tense.
Skills work/exam-style practice
External Examinations

Who to contact for further information
Mrs Holland Head of Languages
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