December 2018
Another really busy half-term has flown by and we continue to grow and develop as a school, a
community and as individuals.
So much has been achieved in this last half term that the start of our journey in September seems a long
time ago, but is only 3 ½ months. I know you will join me in thanking the staff of Kents Hill Park School for
working so hard in making our school an exceptional environment for learning and supporting each and
every child.
A significant moment in our history has
been the appointment of our first ever
Head Boy and Head Girl and their
deputies. Congratulations to Tom,
Loveleen, Clifford and Isabella who
went through a rigorous application
and interview process in order to be
appointed. They are already
outstanding ambassadors for the
school and have been heavily involved in the elections and interviews for our other school council posts.
These have now been finalised and badges awarded in our final assembly on Friday.
The awards assembly enables us to bring together both Year 7 and Year 3
and celebrate all our work and success. Year 3 have entertained us with
their Christmas song and Year 7 pupils have shown their talents in music
and poetry. It also gave us the opportunity to unveil the results of our
whole-school art project focusing on Jackson Pollack. The results are
fantastic and will soon take pride of place in the atrium.
Sports fixtures have happened every week and we have had some excellent
results against much larger schools. The participation and spirits of the Year 7s
has been first rate and we have always been able to field full teams against
schools with much larger cohorts. Most notably, the girls won their first football
match and continue to go from strength to strength.

Coding club is still incredibly popular, and the children were enthralled by the
visit of Starship Technologies recently who explained how the white vehicles
we see trundling around the redways work.
A big congratulations to a number of pupils who finished in the top 5%
nationally of their recent Bebras.
We have now enjoyed our Christmas lunch together this week.
Christmas jumpers, paper hats and lots of enjoyment of being
together as a community have made it feel really special.
Chartwells, our caterers have also enjoyed success at school with
their 5* health and hygiene rating for
the kitchens.
Back in November we also raised £130
for Children in Need and had a very
successful Year 3 Open Evening with
many families attending.

December 2018
This newsletter accompanies a number of documents in the pack:


The first review of progress is included, along with an explanation from Mr McGarvie of how to
interpret it and what to look for. This will be used as a basis for discussions at the Parents Evening
in January.



A booklet titled ‘Expectations of Excellence’ sets out our expectations of how children should behave and act towards each other, around the school, and towards staff. The expectations are high
and we have a fantastic cohort of children. There are still a few behaviours that need to be corrected and we thank you for your support in this.



Miss Riley has also included a reading list for the holidays. It’s not too late to ask Santa for a couple
of titles. After Christmas our DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) programme will begin, so the more
practice every child can do the better.



Homework is still a regular issue for a number of children, but for any pupil who feels that they
have none, we ask that they read – as much as possible. We don’t mind what, but this is a key
expectation and focus of the school. It will make them more successful.



You may have seen on Facebook and Twitter the work that the staff
team did on our recent Inset day. We are working extremely hard to
develop a knowledge-rich curriculum. We are mapping what specific
knowledge we expect every child to be able to know in each year,
term, week and lesson. This is a large endeavour, and one that will
take us much of the year to complete, but by the end of it we will have
a curriculum that helps support our children as they move towards
GCSE’s and A levels.



Year 7 pupils are getting to grips with their lockers and the organisation required to use them
effectively.



Parking seems to have calmed a little, which is great; but unless you have a blue badge, please do
not use the disabled bays. Children are quite capable of walking.

Finally it just requires me to wish you all a very happy and restful holiday. Take time to enjoy it with your
family and loved ones and come back to school in January ready to seize the opportunities presented,
100% of the time.
James Pilgrim
Headteacher.

Term Dates 2018 - 2019
Open the morning of:

Close at the end of the afternoon session on:

Monday 7th January 2019

Friday 15th February 2019

Monday 25th February 2019

Friday 5th April 2019

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

Friday 24th May 2019

Tuesday 4th June 2019

Tuesday 23rd July 2019 school closes at 1pm
Inset Days

Kents Hill Park School will be closed to pupils on the following dates:
Monday 3rd June 2019

