
Christmas reading list – year 7  

Miss Riley recommends…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a move to a new house coincides with 
his baby sister's illness, Michael's world 
seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, 
one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the 
old, ramshackle garage of his new home, and 
finds something magical. A strange creature - 
part owl, part angel, a being who needs 
Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new 
friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to 
health, while his baby sister languishes in the 
hospital.  

But Skellig is far more than he at first 
appears, and as he helps Michael breathe life 
into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes 

for ever . . . 

Miss Riley gives this 5 out of 

5.  

Alem is on holiday with his father for a 
few days in London. He has never been 
out of Ethiopia before and is very 
excited. They have a great few days 
together until one morning when Alem 
wakes up to find that his father has left 
him. Alem is left a letter in which his 
father admits that political problems in 
Ethiopia mean they have decided he will 
be safer in London.  

Alem is now on his own, in the hands of 
the social services and the Refugee 
Council. This story charts Alem's fate as 
he is moved from children's home to 
foster family, and in and out of court 

hearings. 

Miss Riley gives this 4.5 out of 

5.  

Conor has the same dream every night, 
ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since 
she started the treatments that don't quite 
seem to be working. But tonight is different. 
Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor at 
his window. It's ancient, elemental, a force 
of nature. And it wants the most dangerous 
thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth.  

Patrick Ness takes the final idea of the late, 
award-winning writer Siobhan Dowd and 
weaves an extraordinary and heartbreaking 
tale of mischief, healing and above all, the 

courage it takes to survive. 

Miss Riley gives this 4 out of 

5.  

When the Second World War breaks out, 
young Willie Beech is evacuated to the 
countryside. A sad, deprived child, he 
slowly begins to flourish under the care of 
kind old Tom Oakley.   In the care of Mister 
Tom, an elderly recluse, he experiences a 
new life of loving and care. 

 But then his cruel mother summons him 
back to war-torn London . . . Will he ever 

see Mister Tom again? 

Some popular choices… 

In Nazi Germany, the country is holding 
its breath. Death has never been busier - 
and will become busier still. By her 
brother's graveside, Liesel's life is 
changed forever when she picks up a 
single object, abandoned in the snow. It 
is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this 
is her first act of book thievery.  

So begins Liesel's love affair with books 
and words, and soon she is stealing from 
Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's 
library . . . wherever there are books to 
be found. But these are dangerous times, 
and when Liesel's foster family hides a 
Jew in their basement, nothing will ever 

be the same again. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge yourself and try… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alone in a new country, wealthy Sara 
Crewe tries to settle in and make 
friends at boarding school. But when 
she learns that she'll never see her 
beloved father gain, her life is turned 
upside down.  

Transformed from princess to pauper, 
she must swap dancing lessons and 
luxury for hard work and a room in the 
attic. Will she find that kindness and 
generosity are all the riches she truly 

needs? 

Sephy is a Cross: dark-skinned and 
beautiful, she lives a life of privilege and 
power. But she's lonely, and burns with 
injustice at the world she sees around 
her. Callum is a nought: pale-skinned and 
poor, he's considered to be less than 
nothing - a blanker, there to serve 
Crosses - but he dreams of a better life.  

They've been friends since they were 
children, and they both know that's as far 
as it can ever go. Noughts and Crosses 
are fated to be bitter enemies - love is out 
of the question. Then - in spite of a world 
that is fiercely against them - these star-
crossed lovers choose each other. But 
this is love story that will lead both of 
them into terrible danger . . . and which 
will have shocking repercussions for 

generations to come.  

When Elizabeth Bennet first meets 
eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, 
she thinks him arrogant and conceited; 
he is indifferent to her good looks and 
lively mind. When she later discovers 
that Darcy has involved himself in the 
troubled relationship between his 
friend Bingley and her beloved sister 
Jane, she is determined to dislike him 
more than ever. 

 In the sparkling comedy of manners 
that follows, Jane Austen shows the 
folly of judging by first impressions 
and superbly evokes the friendships, 
gossip and snobberies of provincial 

middle-class life. 

From the planet of war they came to 
conquer the Earth ...  

The night after a shooting star is seen 
streaking across the sky, a cylinder is 
discovered on Horsell Common. 
Fascinated and exhilarated, the local 
people approach the mysterious 
object armed with nothing more than a 
white flag. But when gruesome alien 
creatures emerge armed with all -
destroying heat-rays, their rashness 
turns rapidly to fear. As the rays blaze 
towards them, it soon becomes clear 
they have no choice but to flee - or 

die. 


